wlturel in

W ELCOMING
COMMUNITY

CultureLink HOST

N EWS

Welcoming Community News

September 2010

Bike Host Launch on the
Toronto Central Islands

By Kiristin Schwartz

Early fall in Toronto
brings warm afternoon
sun and chilly evening
breezes. We had the
opportunity to experi-
ence both on Saturday
September 11 on the
Toronto Islands, with a
group bike ride and
picnic that launched
Cul tureli

HOST.

This new
addition to the HOST
program will match
Toronto cyclists with
newcomers who also
like to bike. We hope
that this shared activity
can be the basis for
rewarding friendships
that promote healthy
living, environmental
sustainability and
community engage-
ment . I f it
the Bike HOST
program will expand
and enhance

cycling culture.
We already see

n k

signs of success
sprouting from this
event: matches were
mad e
right on the spot. We
even had a surprise
visit from two friends
who first met when
they were matched by
CultureLink Host
Programthree years
ago. Evgenia from
Russia, learned to ride
a bike with her match
Sarah and they have
cycled together ever

since.

Thanks are due
to many volunteers,
especially Mai Nguyen
who helped in planning
the event, and Michel
Paré from the Gay

West Bicycle Club and u |

Queer West Arts
Centre. He promoted
the event and helped
guide a group around
the Islands, a cédree
haven for cyclists and

pedestrians alike. The

Toronto Cyclists

Union was represented
0 or g a n ibystaff Angréa Garcia

and Moe Berrigan.
Volunteers Francisco,
Kate, Vicky, Angela and
Manpreed extended
their warm welcome

to newcomer partici-
pants. Thanks are also
due to the CultureLink
staff and interns who
supported this new
venture, and Darren
Sustar and the whole
video team for their
professionalism and

enthusiasm
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Bike HOST Launch, Saturday September 11, 2010 on the Toronto Islands
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For many newcomer participants, this is their very first time to roast marsh-

thhi ng, 6

0

t hey



