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On August 9, 2010 Gerard Kennedy, our Local Member of 

Parliament, attended the Host Program Volunteer Orienta-

tion. He is looking forward to being matched with a new-

comer individual or a family as Host Program Volunteer.   

 

Prior to the orientation he has already been our Welcoming 

Community Champion and committed to helping newcom-

ers in various ways.  

Way to Go Gerard!  

 

Gerard Kennedy Our Local Member of Parliament going to be 

matched with newcomers as CultureLink Host Program Volunteer  

By Rakesh Bhardwaj 

 

CultureLinkõs ANNUAL PICNIC 2010 was a big Success  
 Details in next pages  
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CultureLinkõs Annual Picnic 

By Rubeen Chauhan     

Summer Picnic is CultureLinkõs one of the biggest 

annual events.  This tradition has been carried on for 

many years to bring together newcomer partici-

pants, volunteers, community partners, staff and 

board members to socialize and enjoy a fun filled 

day. 

This year, our annual picnic was held on Saturday 

July 24 at the High Park. It was a very pleasant day; 

more than 350 people joined us for the picnic. Cul-

tureLinkõs water bottles were given out to all adults 

and special gifts were handed out to children. 

Various activities and games were happening all over 

the grounds among diverse age groups. 

Information desks were set up for people to learn 

about the programs and services of CultureLink. At 

the cycling desk, people could get the informative 

booklets in various languages as well as learn some 

cycling safety tips. 

Children got their face painted. At the teddy bear 

clinic, they not only got one bear as a gift but they 

also got to pretend as a doctor. They also learnt to 

examine and treat the bear in case of emergency. A 

group of kids were constantly busy blowing and play-

ing with bubbles. 

At one side people were lined up for henna tattoos. 

On the other side, we could see people competing 

in game of horse show and a 3-legged race. People, 

who brought their bikes, enjoyed a fast ride around 

the park. 

Some seniors were spotted singing in chorus and 

playing catch. 

CultureLink had arranged for the barbeque  in a 

lively and cheerful environment, people enjoyed hot 

dogs and burgers followed by cake and donuts. 

Mr. Gerrard Kennedy, MP could also be sighted at 

the picnic with his son JJ. Most of his time was spent 

in face-painting as JJ kept telling kids how good of a 

face painter his dad was and kids kept lining up. 

The last activity of the day was òBeauty & the Beastó 

performance. While the cast was getting ready, it 

started to rain. The children and adults quickly gath-

ered to take pictures with various actors of the 

show and with that the picnic was wrapped up. 

Kudos to CultureLink Picnic Committee members ð E man 

El-Atawy, Elizabeth Hamulka, Liban Mahdi and Rubina Afsar 

who had been working so hard since past few months to 

organize this big event! 

CultureLink would like to take this opportunity to thank first 

and foremost funding for special events received from the 

Citizenship and Immigration Canada, without which, the pic-

nic would not have been possible. 

A very grateful thank you goes out to our many volunteers 

without whom the picnic would not be what it was, a roar-

ing success!  

We would also like to thank the generous in-kind or cash 

donation and invaluable community support from the follow-

ing companies: Stitchy Lizard, BMO Bank of Montreal, Zabiha 

Halal Foods of Maple Lodge Farms, The Toronto-Dominion 

Bank, Starsky Foods and Sweet Temptations. 
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